H6872

Schwartz Swalwell (CA) Veasey
Scott (VA) Takano Velazquez
Scott, David Thompson (CA) Visclosky
Serrano Thompson (MS) Walz
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Speier Vargas Yarmuth
NOT VOTING—10
Aderholt Herrera Beutler Sanford
Campbell McCarthy (NY) Wasserman
Cooper McKeon Schultz
Grayson Rush
O 1736
Messrs. PAYNE, ISRAEL, and

BISHOP of Georgia changed their vote
from ‘‘aye’ to ‘“‘no.”

So the bill was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

—————

RESIGNATION AS MEMBER OF
COMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT AND
GOVERNMENT REFORM

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following resigna-
tion as a member of the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
October 29, 2013.
Hon. JOHN BOEHNER,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR SPEAKER BOEHNER: I write to inform
you of my resignation from the Committee
on Oversight and Government Reform. It was
an honor to serve on this important com-
mittee and I remain committed to pro-
moting a government that is transparent
and accountable to the American people.

Sincerely,
MARK POCAN,
Member of Congress.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the resignation is accepted.
There was no objection.

ELECTING A MEMBER TO A CER-
TAIN STANDING COMMITTEE OF
THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTA-
TIVES

Mr. BECERRA. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Democratic Caucus, I
offer a privileged resolution and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 393

Resolved, That the following named Mem-
ber be and is hereby elected to the following
standing committee of the House of Rep-
resentatives:

(1) COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND THE WORK-
FORCE.—Mr. Pocan.

The resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——
DISAPPROVAL RESOLUTION RE-

LATING TO DEBT LIMIT IN-
CREASE

Mr. YOUNG of Indiana. Mr. Speaker,
pursuant to House Resolution 391 and
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section 1002(e) of the Continuing Ap-
propriations Act, 2014, I have a motion
at the desk.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
Clerk will report the motion.

The Clerk read as follows:

Mr. Young of Indiana moves that the
House proceed to consider House Joint Reso-
lution 99.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 1002(e)(2)(B) of the Con-
tinuing Appropriations Act, 2014, the
motion is not debatable.

The question is on the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Clerk will report the title of the joint
resolution.

The Clerk read the title of the joint
resolution.

The text of the joint resolution is as
follows:

The

H.J. RES. 99

Resolved by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled, That Congress dis-
approves of the President’s exercise of au-
thority to suspend the debt limit, as exer-
cised pursuant to the certification under sec-
tion 1002(b) of the Continuing Appropriations
Act, 2014.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 391 and section
1002(e)(2)(C) of the Continuing Appro-
priations Act, 2014, the joint resolution
is considered as read, and the previous
question is considered as ordered on
the joint resolution to its passage
without intervening motion, except 1
hour of debate, equally divided and
controlled by the gentleman from Indi-
ana (Mr. YOUNG) as the proponent and
the gentleman from Michigan (Mr.
LEVIN) as the opponent.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Indiana.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. YOUNG of Indiana. Mr. Speaker,
I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and to
include extraneous material on the
subject of the joint resolution under
consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Indiana?

There was no objection.

Mr. YOUNG of Indiana. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Some people may be wondering why
we find ourselves here today. Some
people may be confused as to why we
are voting on a resolution to dis-
approve of the debt limit suspension 2
weeks after the fact. And some people
may be asking why I introduced this
resolution of disapproval on behalf of
some people who voted ‘‘yes’ and oth-
ers who voted ‘“‘no’” to give the Presi-
dent the authority to suspend the debt
limit.

The answers to these questions are
much simpler than they might appear.

We are here today because the United
States of America carries a debt load of
over $17 trillion and counting.
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We are voting on this resolution
today because this is the procedure
that was put in place by the Senate
when they crafted a package to end the
government shutdown. Many of us
voted for that Senate legislation large-
ly because we didn’t think it was re-
sponsible to risk defaulting on our na-
tional debt.

However, I introduced this resolu-
tion, and a majority of House Members
will vote to disapprove, because it is
also not responsible to ignore the prob-
lems created by our long-term debt.

Mr. Speaker, despite the fact that a
large number in this body voted to
avoid default, it would be a gross
mischaracterization to say that we ap-
prove of a debt limit suspension absent
adoption of bold policy reforms that
will set our Nation on a sustainable fis-
cal trajectory.

We must break the habit of negoti-
ating these fiscal deals at the last
minute. We must stop kicking the can
down the road, proverbially skipping
along from crisis to crisis.

Simply put: enough is enough. Let’s
start talking across party lines about
how to fix our debt problems now, not
the end of a deadline.

We know that programs like Medi-
care and Social Security are on
unsustainable footing. That is why a
Democratic President and Republican
House have both offered up reforms for
these programs. So if we agree there is
a problem, why must we wait until the
next crisis to address it?

We know that our Tax Code is out-
dated and that it has become too
larded up with narrowly tailored provi-
sions that benefit only a small number
of special interests. That is why our
House Ways and Means chairman has
met weekly with the Senate Finance
chairman to discuss how best to
achieve a fairer, flatter Tax Code in a
bipartisan way.

If there is agreement here, then why
are we looking to self-imposed fiscal
deadlines in hopes of getting a deal? 1
could go on and on, but I think the
point is clear: Washington missed an
opportunity during our most recent fis-
cal showdown.

This resolution sends a message that
ignoring our problems does not make
them go away. It sends a message that
we should not wait until the last
minute, but should reach across the
aisle to face these challenges now; and
it sends a message that we take these
issues very seriously because they bear
directly on job creation, personal in-
come levels, and our collective faith in
America’s enduring exceptionalism.

I urge my colleagues to support this
resolution of disapproval.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Just a short time ago, a number of us
joined many others in paying tribute
to Speaker Tom Foley. There was a
commemoration ceremony just 100 feet
or so from here.

There was a lot of discussion, appro-
priately, of the need for bipartisanship.
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